FEEDING THE SOIL
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this escape into the air and consequently we have been
losing some 700,000 tons of ammonium salts every year,
enough to keep our land rich and give us all the explo-
sives we should need. But now they are reforming
and putting in ovens that save the by-products such as
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Consumption of potash for agricultural purposes in
different countries
ammonia and coal tar, so in 1916 we got from this
source 325,000 tons a year.
Germany had a natural monopoly of potash as Chile \
had a natural monopoly of nitrates.   The agriculture f
of Europe and America has been virtually dependent
upon these two sources of plant foods.   Now when the
world was cleft in twain by the shock of August, 1914,
the Allied Powers had the nitrates and the Central%
Powers had the potash.   If Germany had not had up
her sleeve a new process for making nitrates she could
not long have carried on a war and doubtless would not
have ventured upon it.   But the outside world had no